


It has been said that, “Good friends are hard to find, 
harder to leave, and impossible to forget.” If a person goes 
through life and makes even one or two true friends, he or 
she is blessed indeed!

But what if you could have a “forever friend” spanning time 
and eternity? A friend who will never leave you or forsake 
you? A powerful friend who is able to protect you from 
bullies and lead you to safety when you are lost? A forgiving 
friend who loves you…warts and all!

Many have found God as their friend. Most people acknowl-
edge the existence of a “God” as some kind of cosmic 
designer, creator, or lord, but can He really be a friend? Is this 
who the Bible is referring to when it says, “A man of many 
companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24).

There are FIVE THINGS you need to know about “Friendship with God.”



Many people think of God as an 

impersonal force. How wrong they 

are! God loves you and wants you to 

have a personal, intimate relationship 

with Him. The Bible states it this way...

“For God so loved the world that He 

gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have everlasting life” 

John 3:16.

1 A friend...

loves
you. 



2 A friend...

honest .
Flattery is not friendship. A true friend “tells it like it is” to protect 

you and make you better. The Bible says, “As iron sharpens iron, so 

does a friend sharpen another friend” (Proverbs 27:17). Sometimes 

the truth hurts, but, “Wounds from a true friend can be trusted” 

(Proverbs 27:6). Jesus Christ is a friend who does not gloss over 

your sin. He identifies it, condemns it, but He is also ready to 

forgive all who will receive Him. God loves us. But He still tells us 

the truth. Everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23). And hell is a reality 

for those with unforgiven sin (Romans 6:23).  

is



3 A friend...

sacrifices

all for
you.

One of the marks of a friend is the 
willingness to risk life and limb for you. 
The Bible states it this way, “Greater love 
has no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13). Throughout history stories have 
been told of soldiers, family members, 
lovers, and even strangers who have 
died, sacrificing all for a friend. Of 
course the greatest of these is the story 
of Jesus and the cross. Even though we 
all have sinned against God in our 
attitudes and actions, and even though 
the punishment for sin is the death 
penalty (hell), Jesus still came to die on 
the cross in our place to pay the fine 
that we owe. “But God demonstrates His 
love for us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).



4 A friend...
desires

you.

The story of Jesus does not end with the cross. 
The good news is that Jesus was resurrected 
from the grave and is alive. Now all who accept 
Jesus as their friend and savior know that God 
has defeated death for them. The resurrection 
helps us to know that this life is not the end. It is 
just the beginning of an eternal life that starts 
now and continues in heaven with Jesus. 

You probably remember the famous commercial 
featuring the elderly lady who takes a tumble 
and in her isolation cries, “I’ve fallen and I can’t 
get up!” In much the same way, we have fallen 
spiritually and morally and cannot get up by 
ourselves. This is why it is so important to meet 
God as your friend. “If one falls down, his friend 
can help him up. But pity the man who falls and 
has no one to help him up!” (Ecclesiastes 4:10).

best 
for

the



5 A friend...

received.
Friendship is a two-way street. Before someone can be your friend, you have to receive 

them as a friend. The Bible says, “A man who has friends must show himself to be 

friendly:  “But there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). God 

does not force you to be His friend, even though He could. That would not be true 

friendship. Instead, He invites you to open the door of your life and to receive Him. 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in” (Revelation 3:20). 

must be



How to receive Jesus Christ. 
It is not enough just to know all the right facts about 
Jesus. Everyone must individually receive Jesus into 
their heart and life as a friend. Here’s how…

• Sincerely desire a relationship with God through Jesus 
   Christ (Matthew 7:7).

• Be willing to repent (turn) from your sin (Acts 3:19).

• Be willing to surrender to Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9).

• Be willing to go public with your faith in Christ 
   (Romans 10:10).

• Pray and invite Christ into your life (Romans 10:13).

as your friend?
Would you like to know God 



A prayer to receive Christ. 
Prayer is simply “talking with God.”  But God is not so concerned with the words that 
you say as He is with the attitude of your heart. So the prayer below is not a “magic 
formula.” You must be sincere as you invite Him into your life with these or other words.

“Lord Jesus, I need you to be my friend. Thank you for 

dying on the cross to pay for my sins. I open the door of 

my life, now, and welcome you to come in. Please take 

control of my life, forgive all my sins, and make me the 

kind of person you designed me to be. I am willing to turn 

from my sins and surrender to you as the Lord of my life. 

Thank you for shedding your blood on the cross for me. 

Now, help me always to live for you. Amen.”



The results of 

Many things happen the moment you invite Jesus Christ into your life. The 
Bible calls this being “saved” or “delivered.” What friendship with God means:

friendship with God.

• You have been forgiven of all your sins (I John 1:9).

• You now have a personal relationship with God (John 15:15).

• You have been adopted into God’s family (John 1:12).

• Christ gives you an abundant (full and meaningful) life (John 10:10).

• You will spend an eternity in heaven with Jesus (John 14: 1-3).



What “I have just received Christ as my Lord and Savior. 
What now?” 
Receiving Christ as your best friend is only the beginning. You 
have invited the God who created you to inhabit your life. 
Now begins the adventure of living your life in service to Him.

now?
• Be confident in your salvation (I John 5:13).

• Read the Bible regularly and obediently (I Peter 2:2).

• Pray continually to God for His help and direction, or just 
   to praise and worship Him (I Thessalonians 5:17).

• Follow Jesus’ command to be baptized as a believer 
   (Acts 8:35-38).

• Join a local church where Christ is honored, the Bible is 
   preached, and everyone is welcomed (Hebrews 10:25).

• Tell friends, neighbors,…everyone about Christ (Romans 1:6)!



“You have a friend in us!” Please contact us for more 

information about friendship with God or about 

membership in a local church. We would be happy to 

hear from you. Thank you, and God bless you!
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