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Foreword 
 

 It is beyond debate that this life will end and that we all will spend forever 

“somewhere.” In light of this looming eternity, conversations about doctrine and religion 

suddenly become more important.  Concepts such as eternity, heaven, and hell cause us to 

desire to know more about the teachings of Jesus.  The sayings of Christ become more that 

just valuable instruction for life here on earth.  When you add eternity into the mix, His 

teachings instantly take on a more profoundly important dimension. 

I can testify that, even without reward and punishment promised in the great beyond, 

having Jesus would still be a good thing.  Even if heaven was not promised to me by scripture 

it would be a worthy thing to have Jesus in my life.  And…even if the Bible did not threaten 

hell, I would urge everyone to run to the Lord.  The joy, peace, and direction He brings to life 

are meaningful benefits to my life, but that is not the main reason we should embrace Christ.  

The transformational power of Christ in the ethical and emotional life of a believer are 

significant, but again, that is not the reason we run into His arms.  The change in a wife or 

husband when they come to the Lord is real, even if heaven and hell were not part of the 

picture.  Truly it is a good idea to follow Jesus! 

But in the light of looming eternal salvation or judgment, following Jesus as “a good 

idea” instantly changes into “a profound compulsion,” something of ultimate and urgent 

importance to every person's life.  The premise of this book (and the teaching of the Bible) is 

that each and every person is dead and condemned in trespasses and sins and doomed to 

hell without a divine intervention.  This is the primary reason we throw ourselves upon the 

mercy of Christ. 



It is the curious contention of this book that we need a little more “hell” in our lives.  

Hell is the dark canvas upon which the bright story of Jesus’ love is painted.  Without hell as a 

background, the beautiful picture of the love and forgiveness that God paints in the Bible has 

no contrast.  Without hell, the colorful story of deliverance is pictured on a background of 

nothingness. Without hell, the impact of the gift of salvation fades, lacks definition, fades in 

beauty, and loses impact.  Without hell, the urgency of finding and receiving God’s mercy is 

muted.  Without hell, many will never be riveted in the knowledge of the dire situation 

humanity is faced with apart from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and so are lulled 

to sleep, never receiving Him by faith.  

It does not make sense for a news story to report a fire rescue without containing the 

account of the fire itself.  In the same way, reporting on the salvation of Christ without an 

account of lostness and judgment is just as nonsensical. This is why we need the doctrine of 

hell. 

Not only do “we” need hell, but “I” need hell.  I need the reality of this terrible place to 

remind me that people are suffering, dying, experiencing hell on earth, and a looming hell in 

eternity.  This motivates me to do God’s will in sharing life with other people.  If everyone is 

ultimately “OK”, then why is there a need for me to volunteer for charity work, to give to the 

poor, and to work for social justice?  And on the spiritual side of things, if humanity is “OK” 

without God, then why would I ever leave my recliner chair to go beyond my comfort level to 

share my faith?  But when I realize that people are not “OK” apart from God, I am motivated 

to help people find the deliverance that comes through faith in Him.  The doctrine of hell 

reminds me that what we do with Jesus Christ is serious business.   



I never imagined that I would write a book, arguing not only for the “existence” of hell, 

but also for the philosophical need of it.  Hell is a terrible, gruesome, and revolting thing.  But 

hell is absolutely necessary in the overall scheme of God’s plan.  In the postmodern world in 

which we live it is easy for some to simply dismiss the idea of hell as not in keeping with “our 

reality.”  It simply does not “feel right” to believe in a burning hell full of condemned sinners, 

separated from God and under His wrath.  We are just not comfortable with the mystery of a 

loving God even coexisting with, much less allowing the existence of hell.    

Because of this discomfort, some really famous thinkers have argued that the stories of 

heaven and hell need to be reframed and even changed in order to speak to our generation.  

I agree the story of the reality of God’s eternal judgment needs to be explained much more 

effectively to the new world in which we live.  But I hope to show in this book that any 

attempt to change or reinterpret the clear and accepted biblical teaching on the literal 

existence of hell, will make humanity less human, more savage, and less successful.  

Most of us would agree that every generation needs truth to be transmitted through 

different mediums appropriate to the times.  For example, twentieth century modernists need 

proof.  But twenty-first century postmodern people need stories.  Some take liberties with the 

Bible in an attempt to tell the story of hell in radically different ways, even changing or 

denying the biblical account.  But…if hell is a real place, our story must be told faithfully and 

“technically”, even though we must still call on all the creativity we can to get the attention of 

others when we tell it.       

Let’s take aviation for an example.  Stories dealing with the concept of flying can be 

told in different ways, and even can suggest different outcomes.  But when it comes to 

actually flying in an airplane, we all agree that we do not want our pilot to be a postmodern 



thinker.  We want him to be a literalist…a modernist with definite rules and regulations.  We 

want him to sweat the technical details and not to take flights of fancy (pardon the pun).  

When flying an airplane, it is not the time to change the stories or to reframe the rules.  

Aviation is a matter of life and death.  And so are the issues of heaven and hell…real places, 

the proclamation of which demand a factual and technically accurate narrative.   

But…for those who need stories, the Bible has a lot of them.  And what stories they 

are!  The Bible records an account of a rich man and poor man who both die.  The poor man 

goes to heaven and is embraced by the Old Testament patriarch, Father Abraham.  The rich 

man suffers in hell, looks across the great divide into heaven and asks for mercy, water, and 

for someone to warn his five brothers to avoid this place of torment. 

In another account, Jesus tells a story of a future time when He separates humanity 

into two groups, “the sheep and the goats.”  He welcomes one group (the sheep) with the 

phrase “enter into my peace.”  To the other group (the goats) He says, “Depart from me, you 

cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  What was the criterion for 

this judgment?  The way they treated Jesus…whether or not they gave Him food when He 

was hungry, visited Him in prison, and or helped Him when He was sick.”  Being asked when 

this happened, Jesus told both groups, that when they did it (or did not do it) unto the “least 

of these,” they did it unto Him. 

In another scriptural passage, this time in the book of Revelation, the apostle John has 

a vision of a great white throne from which God judges dead people, both great and lowly.  

God opens the book of life and anyone whose name was not written in this book was cast 

into a lake of fire.   



 In the light of these and many other graphic and troubling stories, there is the 

temptation to reframe these stories, soften them, argue that they are allegories, and 

marginalize the true reality of hell.  Indeed, when viewed through the lens of a loving and 

merciful God it is hard to imagine that the kind of hell described in these scriptures really 

exists.  I actually understand the sentiments of those who want to retell the story about hell 

in a different way. I absolutely understand their feelings.   

 By any standard, the subjects of hell, judgment, and divine punishment should not be 

comfortable ones for a Christian.  Indeed, hell is counter-intuitive to everything we imagine 

about a loving God, and the idea that people are going to hell seems to be an absurd 

perversion of His character.  On the other hand, much of the sinful, fallen world in which we 

live has a note of absurdity.  We are in the midst of a “blip” in the timeline of eternity known 

as “The Fall.”  In this temporary state, drunk drivers run over little kids, innocent people are 

killed as collateral damage in wars, famine causes untold suffering for millions, and sinful 

people are condemned to hell.  The good news is, though, that a just and loving God is in the 

process of rectifying it all, first through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross, and 

ultimately when He creates a new heaven and new earth.   

People are absolutely correct when they relate that all this hell business simply does 

not “feel right.”  But of course, the Bible indicates that our natural” inclinations and opinions 

about God are frequently wrong.  Jesus said a lot of absurd things to our human minds.  After 

all it was He that made the counter-intuitive statement that “the last shall be first.”  He also 

made the somewhat illogical statement, “if you want to live you first have to die.”  Christ’s 

own followers left him when he started talking about the cross, and suffering, and dying, and 

other things that did not fit the template they had fashioned for Him.   



Thus, it is no exaggeration to say that God is enigmatic, at least from our human 

perspective.  Even His own disciples, when they were in the middle of the whirlwind of Jesus 

when He walked the earth, did not understand or comprehend Him.  And now, even with 

centuries of Christian insight, reflection, and philosophy behind us, it is not much easier for us 

to understand Christ, even in hindsight.  Whether Christian or not, we do not entirely 

understand or “feel right” about the things concerning God’s holiness, righteousness, and 

judgment of sin.  Perhaps it is because there is still not yet enough hindsight.  Heaven and 

hell, judgment and reward, are still things that largely lie ahead for us.  One day we will look 

back and it will all be clear.  But until then we simply cannot hold the infinite God hostage to 

our finite feelings and moral standards.  In humble realization we need to accept that no one 

can subject God to a moral standard higher than Himself.   

On the other hand, what if we came to terms with God and His word, to at least 

consider the possibility that hell is real, and God’s judgment upon sin is sure.  This would not 

be a narrowing your worldview, but broadening it.  Jesus saw life not only through an earthly 

lens, but also from the perspective of both heaven and hell.  The problem is we have so 

excised hell from our doctrine, and even our thoughts, that we have no idea anymore what it 

means to live life from the perspective of both heaven and hell.     

But how do we live life from the “hell perspective”?  Do we become street preachers 

boldly confronting people and cornering them while we tell them of their upcoming damnation 

and scream the “Good News” into their ears?  Are we like the Westboro haters who hold up 

signs and equate spiritual boldness with how many people they can offend in Jesus’ name?  

Or does the reality of hell cause us to become even more compassionate, patient, and caring 

in order to rescue those who are perishing in theirs sins while on the path to perdition? 



One hint on how to live life from the “hell perspective” comes from Richard Baxter.  He 

was a puritan pastor who lived hundreds of years ago.  He wrote a guide for members of his 

parish entitled “How to Spend the Day with God.”  From waking moments until lying down to 

sleep at night he directed the members of his church on how they might walk with God 

moment by moment, through their work, during their play, and in their relationships.  Without 

any further comment, I will let Baxter speak for himself:   

“Let God have your first awaking thoughts; lift up your hearts to Him reverently 

and thankfully for the rest enjoyed the night before and cast yourself upon Him 

for the day which follows. Familiarize yourself so consistently to this that your 

conscience may check you when common thoughts shall first intrude. Think of 

the mercy of a night’s rest and of how many that have spent that night in Hell; 

how many in prison; how many in cold, hard lodgings; how many suffering from 

agonizing pains and sickness, weary of their beds and of their lives. Think of 

how many souls were that night called from their bodies terrifyingly to appear 

before God and think how quickly days and nights are rolling on! How speedily 

your last night and day will come! Observe that which is lacking in the 

preparedness of your soul for such a time and seek it without delay.” 

 
First Section:  The Need for Hell 

 
It was such a happy occasion.  Even as an American advocate of a classless society, I 

could not help but root for the young royal couple, obviously in love, as they began their life 

together in matrimony.  All the pomp and formality of a court wedding still could not 

overshadow the brightness in the eyes of William and Kate.  The future king of England 



became at that moment like the rest of us men…just a clumsy jerk who was insanely in love 

with “the one” who was to be his wife.  One would think there could be no worse moment to 

bring up the subject of hell.  But there it was in this Anglican ceremony, as it is in a lot of 

Christian weddings:   

“I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of 

judgment when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you 

know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in 

matrimony, ye do now confess it. For be ye well assured, that so many as are 

coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together 

by God; neither is their matrimony lawful.” 

Why in a wedding ceremony is there all this talk of judgment, and “death doing us 

part,” and confessing sin?  And what about that part sickness and health, adversity and 

prosperity?  Everyone wants marriages to be “for better” and not “for worse” anyway.  What 

a downer to bring hell, pain, punishment, sickness, and adversity into this happy scene!   

But marriages need hell (I will avoid the obvious set up for jokes at this point).  Any 

contract that is this precious must be sealed and protected.  Its importance and reverence is 

elevated by bringing up adversity, judgment, punishment, and pain attached to those who 

break the precious seal of this commitment.   

Human society demonstrates an understanding of this principle.  Every nation assigns 

judgment and punishment for those who break its statutes.  We could just make laws telling 

people not to murder, steal, pass stopped school buses, and speed with no consequences 

attached.  But we know that would not work.  In a very real sense, without the punishment, 



there is no real law.  Without consequence, there is no real regulation.  Without judgment, 

laws become only "recommendations" with no real gravity, importance, and effectiveness. 

This is why we need hell…perhaps today more than ever.  But instead of proudly and 

urgently proclaiming the truth of this doctrine, some churches, like relatives trying to keep 

their crazy uncle away from family reunions, ashamedly acknowledge hell, but never preach 

about it, teach about it, or write about it.  Even mainstream Christians have largely taken it 

out of witnessing and removed it from books and tracts.  And it may be no coincidence that 

at the same time western Christianity is in decline.  Correlation is not necessarily causation, 

but in this case it might be.  And this is why I predict the plateauing and ultimate decline of 

the new breed of postmodern churches that have begun to “hedge” on this doctrine.  They 

will go the way of every other church, denomination, or Christian movement in history that 

has diminished the reality of hell.   

 
 
Chapter One – Hell Gives Meaning to the World 

 
“What a meaningless, absurd, and unjust world this would be without hell.”   

Many, if not most, people in the world would NOT agree with the statement above.  

They would probably say that removing the doctrine of hell would make it logically easier to 

talk about God and recommend Christ.  A world without hell would remove one of the most 

difficult questions for Christians to try to answer, which is, “How can a good and loving God 

send someone into eternal punishment?”  I know (and have used) the stock answers to this 

question.  Answers such as, “God does not ‘send’ people to hell; we go of our own volition as 

we reject Christ.”  Or…“Christ did not come into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved,” (John 3:17).  Or my favorite stock answer, “I did not 



need God to condemn me to hell.  I was taking care of the hell part on my own!  That’s why 

Jesus came to save me, not condemn me.”  

But even with these answers, we still might think the “good and loving God sending 

people to hell” question would be much more easily answered if hell did not exist.  Or…would 

it?   

Upon deeper examination, we can turn the question around and see that the 

philosophical dilemma is just as great in a world without hell.  The conundrum then becomes, 

“How can a good and loving God allow unrepentant rapists, child molesters, and serial killers 

to go unpunished?   

 This is why we need the doctrine of hell.  Hell gives us the comfort (yes, “the 

comfort”) that one day all will be made right.  Sin will either be judged, or sinners will repent.  

The unrepentant serial killer who was never caught in this life will still be apprehended, tried, 

and judged in the afterlife.  The Bible says, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 

(Romans 12:19).   

Ironically, hell gives us the freedom to love.  Christ reminded us to, “Judge not, so that 

you will not be judged.” (Matthew 7:1).  Because God has assured us that he will take care of 

the judgment part of the equation, I am now free to live with forgiveness and compassion, 

knowing that God will recompense sinners without my help.  In a world without hell, which is 

God’s ultimate payback for sin, injustice would remain and tempt us to be vengeful and 

violent in an attempt to bring balance to a crazy world. 

People who believe in hell are inaccurately characterized as intolerant, probably 

because this is such a “hard” doctrine.  In fact, it can be shown that many who believe in hell 

tend to be much more tolerant than some who do not hold to this belief.  An atheist with no 



belief in the afterlife must get his or her justice, recompense, or revenge in this life.  Perhaps 

this is why the most widespread genocide has been foisted upon mankind by atheistic 

regimes, much more even than radical Islam.  But believers in Christ know that a judgment 

day is coming for those who have harmed others.  They know that God will bring justice to 

the world.  This gives peace to those who would normally lash out. Hell, in a very real sense, 

brings tolerance to the world. 

The bottom line is this – God has provided humans with two alternatives – heaven or 

hell.  He has provided these choices to give people an arena of free agency within which they 

may operate.  Hell is the alternative to heaven.  Hell gives us the opportunity to choose.  

People who believe in hell recognize that we are given the freedom to either convert to Jesus 

Christ or to reject Him.  And…true conversion must involve clear choices.  Unfettered by 

coercion, these two distinct paths give persons the dignity of deciding for themselves.     

There have been many surveys on Americans’ beliefs regarding hell.  Most of them 

indicate that hell is considered a myth or an allegory for an increasing number of citizens of 

our country.  In 2008, a survey by the Pew Forum on the Religion of Americans revealed that 

fifty-nine percent of the 35,000 respondents believed in hell, “where people who have led bad 

lives, and die without being sorry, are eternally punished.”  This is down from seventy-one 

percent who expressed a belief in hell only seven years earlier in a Gallup survey.  One can 

only speculate the results of the survey, though, if the names “Adolph Hitler,” “Bin Laden,” or 

“ISIS” had been put anywhere into the question.  When these villains are placed into the 

equation, hell not only becomes a reality, but a needed comfort. 

But what about the Gandhi question?  The life and example of Mohandas Gandhi 

charms those Christians who are on the slippery slope towards pluralism.  Now, any honest 



researcher can spend a little time and find out that the Mahatma was the same as the rest of 

us…a sinner with real and even scandalous problems in his personal life and public 

pronouncements.  None of us, even Gandhi, is in any position to stand before God and hold 

up his or her works to merit God’s favor.   

But even if we accept the gushing praise about Gandhi from his uncritical fans, we still 

have no authority to diminish the doctrine of hell.  The sufficiency of the Cross and the 

uniqueness of Jesus Christ are the only means of salvation.  Even the best of us are in no 

place to stand before a holy God.  When people ask me if a good guy like Gandhi could have 

been saved, my answer is a resounding “yes”!  But if he was saved, it was not because of his 

moral vision and stellar character.  Mark Coppenger says we should put to rest any notion 

that, “such a great, sensitive guy as Gandhi may well have gotten into heaven on some sort 

of great-sensitive-guy track.”  He would have been saved like any other redeemed person, 

through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.   

One can certainly hope that Gandhi received Christ before he died.  After all, he had 

friends who were Christians, possessed knowledge of biblical doctrines, and cultivated a 

respect for Jesus Christ.  It would not be hard to imagine that somewhere in his pilgrimage 

he had come to Jesus (albeit privately, like Nicodemus).  But…had he not been cut down by 

an assassin, he would have, like the rest of us, been under the biblical command to go public 

with that decision.   

People need the doctrine of hell because they do not want to imagine a heaven full of 

unrepentant war criminals or mass murderers.  They do not want to live in an eternity where 

serial killers go unpunished and child rapists are never brought to justice.  You see…hell is 



necessary to give meaning to the world…even a world where a great guy like Gandhi might 

miss the boat. 

 
 
 
 
 
Chapter Two – Hell Gives Motivation to the World 

 
I was born in Fort Knox, Kentucky into a military family.  When I was ten months old 

we moved to France.  Both my father and mother worked on-base, my dad, as an Army 

supply sergeant, and my mom as a teacher at the Army Education Center.  An elderly French 

woman who did not speak English raised me.  Needless to say, I translated for my parents 

even at four or five years old when we went to market on the weekends.  Shortly before first 

grade we moved back to the states, and I lived in various places throughout the United 

States, mostly in the southeast.   

Wherever we went, my parents had me in church, whether it was the base chapel, or 

one of the local congregations.  Each of these had one thing in common.  They all used the 

phrase, “Jesus died for you on the Cross.”  Preachers would preach, “Jesus died for you on 

the Cross.”  Teachers would teach, “Jesus died for you on the Cross.”  And choirs would sing, 

“Jesus died for you on the Cross.”  Even at the young age of ten years old, I remember 

thinking, “That’s really nice of Jesus to die for me on the Cross!”  But I did not know what 

that meant to me personally.  When my Sunday School teacher, Mr. Williams took some time 

to explain the Gospel to me, I finally understood what it all meant, but still felt no real 

motivation to embrace and receive Jesus Christ.  It was something that I planned to do 



“someday,” but I had no real sense of urgency about the matter.  One night, that all 

changed.     

We were stationed at Fort Rucker, Alabama and my parents had started attending 

Ozark Baptist Church in a small town about ten miles from the base.  It was “revival week” 

and a special guest was brought in to be the visiting preacher.  And preach he did, taking the 

Bible and unleashing a real stem-winder, possibly quoting every verse on hell, fire, 

punishment, and judgment that he knew.  As a ten year old child the full weight of my sin 

came crushing down on me.  Though I usually engaged my time at church drawing pictures 

on the bulletin and fidgeting, this night was different.  I remember actually listening to the 

sermon, probably for the first time in my life.  And all of a sudden, the “good idea but not 

now” excuse to surrender to Jesus just didn’t hold water.  Receiving Christ became an urgent 

thing.  I could not sleep that night.  I had to give my life to Christ.    

I was motivated by a sermon on the reality of hell to get right with God.  This was 

something I knew I wanted to do “someday.” But without the motivation of hell, I may never 

have gotten around to it, slipping into eternity without Christ.   

Notice…even though the love of God has kept me, it took the judgment of God to get 

my attention.  I often wonder would have happened to a kid like me if I grew up in a church 

that proclaimed God’s love to the exclusion of telling me the truth about His wrath.  Indeed, 

how many of our children, youth, and adults have never listened to the Holy Spirit because of 

communicators who sang the song of redemption off-tune, by not including a sensitive, 

tasteful, but unapologetic note or two about hell?   

In his book, Love Wins, Rob Bell describes a picture, familiar to many people, which 

hung in his grandmother’s home.  It depicted a cross bridging the gap between earth and 



heaven, spanning a dark and ominous chasm, with people walking across the great divide.  

Bell writes that it “unnerved” his sister and him as they were growing up.  He even misquotes 

Jesus in Matthew 18, saying that showing this “creepy” picture to children may deserve the 

death penalty by drowning, because it might be an example of making little ones stumble.   

But what if the opposite is true?  What if churches “protecting” children from the 

doctrines of hell and judgment are the ones causing them to stumble?  I agree with Rob that 

love ultimately “wins.”  But love does not “win” when the consequences of unforgiven sin are 

compromised or taken entirely out of the narrative. These consequences of hell are a facet of 

the mercy of God, spurring people to follow Him before it is everlasting too late.   

Not only does hell give motivation for people to follow Christ in salvation, but hell also 

spurs Christians to make ministry and witness a priority.  I have never yet been completely 

comfortable with the Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25, and I am not 

sure God ever wants me to be.  You know the story.  When the Son of Man comes with all his 

holy angels with Him, he separates humanity into two categories…the sheep and the goats.  

Those who feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those in prison, and minister to those who 

are sick enter into God’s peace.  Those who do not do these things are sent into everlasting 

fire.  It is revealed at the end of the story that when we either help or ignore “the least of 

these,” we are helping or ignoring Jesus Himself.   

Now, we should not think that this story teaches that one goes to heaven or hell based 

upon works.  Even in this parable heaven or hell is based not our goodness or noble activities, 

but upon relationship…upon being a sheep or a goat.  Being on the right hand of Jesus in 

relationship to him is what really counts.  Works immediately follow, though, as evidences of 

a right standing with Christ.  Thus, in this passage of scripture, our eternal destiny in heaven 



or hell is brought very close to the way we treat others who are less fortunate.  You see, 

without hell it is merely “optional” for me to feed the hungry, heal the sick, and visit those in 

prison.  But when God interjects hell into the equation, these options become essentials, 

reminding me of the needs of a lost and seeking world, and motivating me to action.   

 
Chapter Three - Hell Gives Dignity to the World 
 

“Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse.” (Deuteronomy  
 
11:26)   

 Many people think that humanity has no real decision when it comes to eternal things.  

Someone with a naturalistic presupposition would say that humans simply die and rot in the 

grave, never having a choice about whether to go to heaven or hell, because these places do 

not exist.  Humans do not have any say in the matter.  They have no dignity…no decision.   

Universalists, similarly, have a low view of humanity.  In their minds, everybody will 

ultimately go to heaven.  They say people of all religions and philosophies will ultimately be 

saved.  This sounds good on the surface.  Humans are protected from the danger of hell, 

because God ultimately delivers everyone.  But this deliverance is forced upon people 

whether they want it or not.  Universalism, therefore, becomes the ultimate enslavement.  

Although the danger of hell is taken away under this philosophy, the dignity of the individual 

to make a choice is also taken away.  Under universalism, humans have no will; they are 

predestined to heaven by a computer programmer God.  If universalism is taken to its logical 

end, human will is simply overruled by a God who says, “Go to heaven, go directly to heaven, 

do not pass go, do not collect 200 dollars.”  Under this philosophy a person has no 

dignity…no decision.   



Giving humanity the choice between heaven and the alternative choice of hell is 

necessary for us to truly be free human agents.  God uses heaven and hell to give people the 

dignity, but also the danger, of decision. Though God is totally sovereign, He still does not 

program us or coerce us follow Him.  He stands at the door of every life and knocks, 

but He does not force the door down and bully His way into our life.  It is our decision 

to open the door, invite Him in, and share life with God.  For us to truly be able to 

decide “for” Him, though, it is a logical fact that we must also have the alternative to 

decide “against” Him.  This dignity of decision then, also comes with the danger of people 

frittering their lives away and neglecting to follow Jesus Christ.  This rejection of Christ, 

whether by apathy, indifference, procrastination, or outright rebellion is dangerous.  It keeps 

a person dead in trespasses and sins.  And the wages of sin is death and hell.   

In the Old Testament, God told the people of a blessing and a curse He was 

setting before the people; a blessing if they decided to follow Him and a curse if they 

rejected His plan.  When it comes to eternity, God gives us an invitation to accept Him.  

But for this choice to be a “real choice” we must have the opportunity to reject Him as 

well.  Hell is necessary to give mankind the dignity to make a true decision, albeit 

fraught with danger, for or against Christ.  Hell gives dignity to the world.   

 
Second Section:  The Facts about Hell 

 
At this point you are going to read some very strange and important advice:  “Do not 

begin reading this section unless you commit to finish the entire book.”  If you stop in the 

middle of this section without sticking with it till the end of this book, it could be harmful both 

to your mental as well as spiritual health.  This is because the sad, horrible, and riveting facts 



about hell presented in this section without the good news of comfort and salvation presented 

afterwards could leave you with an unbalanced view of God and the Bible. OK…the fact that 

you are still reading means you will stick with me till the end, right?  So let’s continue with 

this section “The Facts about Hell.”   

Some readers feel they already know all these sad and negative facts.  Others are only 

looking for ammunition in their quest against the Christian faith and the veracity of the Bible.  

Nothing in this section will change the mind of a decided skeptic, or will soften the heart of a 

hardened “know-it-all.”  Others, though, are honest searchers. These honest searchers, 

whether believers or unbelievers, think there still may be something to learn about God and 

His creation; something out there that is still yet to be known.  Others, who are familiar with 

the Bible, may still want to learn new things, or at least be reminded anew of the stuff in the 

old dusty book in the corner of the shelf.  Those persons will be invigorated and challenged 

by this section!”   

 The first thing in this section to notice is its title, “The Facts about Hell.”  In the light of 

all the controversy and questions surrounding matters of spiritual reward and judgment, 

some might say that it is audacious to even speak as if one knows the “facts” about this or 

any other subject of faith.  If one accepts the Bible as the word of God, though, the facts are 

really quite easy to devour, even though these facts are still profoundly difficult to digest.  If 

you decide to read this section, please commit to reading all the way through to the very end 

of the book. To stop in the middle now may be harmful to your spiritual health, your 

emotional well-being, and to your peaceful sleep. 

 
Chapter Four - Hell Is a Place of Eternity 
 



 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than 

with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.” (Mark 9:43)  

 As a child and now as an adult, this verse still resonates in my mind.  Hell is a place of 

eternity, a place of unquenchable fire.  The idea of God allowing an everlasting hell is 

unfathomable for most people.  But many things about the Lord’s ways are too profound to 

be understood.  An old quotation to illustrates this, “For a man to understand God is for a 

goldfish to understand the ocean in which it swims.”  We should be willing to wrestle with the 

Lord on tough matters of faith.  However, even when He does not meet our standards of 

knowledge and understanding, it should only reinforce to us the fact that He is a higher life 

form than we are.  One would expect from God some things too complex and profound for us 

to know.  The idea of an eternal hell (or an eternal heaven, or for that matter an eternal 

“anything”) actually should be an unreachable concept for us.  We should not be surprised 

that there would be things about Him and His creation that we will not understand. We, 

however, defer to God and His word, even when He does not meet our expectations.   

Some would try to “solve” the problem of an eternal hell with a doctrine called, 

“annihilationism.”  This philosophy makes the case that those in hell will not be there forever.  

At some point, either immediately or after a time, they will burn up, blow up, or otherwise 

cease to exist!  But the weight of scriptural evidence seems to indicate the contrary…that hell 

is a place of eternity.  Jesus in Matthew 25:46 states it this way, “And these shall go away 

into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”   

But why argue for an eternal hell?  Why not adopt a softer version of this doctrine…the 

doctrine of a hell that is not so hot, so painful, or so eternal?  Conversely, it can be argued 

that it would be most preferable to believe the hardest versions of the doctrine of hell.   



The reasons for the “hard” argument are simple.  The first reason is consistency.  

Believers and unbelievers alike would argue that it would be intellectually dishonest for 

Christians to pick and choose the scriptures “buffet style” if they are to be faithful and true 

followers.  It is simply and logically more consistent with belief in God and the Bible to believe 

the whole Bible…even the parts about a burning, eternal hell.  The second reason is more 

pragmatic and looks at the benefits of believing either in the “soft” or “hard” doctrine of Hell.  

It goes like this: “How does it benefit me or anyone else if I accede to a philosophically 

possible, but “softer” view of Hell?”  Will I witness more faithfully to my family if I thought all 

people would be saved, or at least go to a hell that is not so hot?  Would I pray more 

fervently for my neighbors if I thought they would simply be annihilated, rather than suffering 

eternal separation from God?  Would I give to missions more faithfully if I determined that 

people who have not heard the name of Jesus Christ would be “OK”?  With this in mind I urge 

you to take the hard view, the biblical view of hell.  It is a place of eternity. 

 
Chapter Five - Hell Is a Place of Pain 

 “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 

his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)   

 Is it weird that I think about how I want to die?  I have to admit I lean towards the 

dramatic at this point.  I would love to die after preaching a great sermon.  Or…how great 

would it be to die right after giving an invitation for people to respond to Christ!  Or…maybe 

breathing my last breath and going to be with the Lord in the middle of prayer during my 

morning quiet time.  How about a peaceful death after eating a good dinner and settling 

down in my favorite reclining chair?  But knowing my luck, I will die and be standing before 



God right after I have stubbed my toe in the middle of the night and, in a fit of temper, begin 

to holler uncontrollably!  A friend of mine has a unique way he wants to die.  He told me he 

wanted to live to be one hundred years old, and then to be shot to death by a jealous 

husband!  But no matter how many people you interview, I would predict that very few if any 

would want to die in a fire. 

I remember it like it was yesterday.  I was in elementary school and news 

organizations were just beginning to cover breaking events by live television.  I remember my 

dad watching the news, when the announcer was interrupted by a live broadcast that became 

indelibly etched in my mind.  It was a report from a large city in South America.  I saw a man 

go to the edge of a twenty story building, pause, make the sign of the cross over his heart, 

and jump to his death.  Then a woman with a baby walked up.  She kissed her baby and 

threw it over the edge, then followed by jumping to her death.  Finally, a young couple 

approached the precipice, kissed, held hands, and took the fatal leap.   

Now…these were not crazy people.  They were sane people with good judgment; 

mature people with everything to live for.  They were people just like you and me.  So why 

did they jump to their deaths?  They were doing it to get away from a fire.   

“Fire” is the human term that God uses in describing hell.  “Where the worm dies not, 

and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:44).  “Depart…into everlasting fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41).  “I am tormented in this flame.” (Luke 16:24).  When 

faced with this terrible terminology, all of us can agree upon one of three options:  First, 

either the Bible is wrong, second, either God lied, exaggerated, or used symbolism, or third 

and most accurately, this is a warning to follow God and avoid this terrible place of 

indescribable pain and suffering.  At this point many Christians are tempted to simply deny 



the historic doctrines of the Bible in favor of their own philosophical and moral 

understandings about hell.  They should instead be willing to entertain the notion that their 

finite minds do not understand the infinite and perfect justice and fairness of a God as holy as 

this.  We must be honest and avoid the prideful tendency of holding our sense of holiness 

and judgment over the Lord’s.  Never hold God to a moral standard higher than Himself.  Hell 

is a part of God’s good and perfect plan for a twofold reason: first, to punish sin, and second, 

to drive us to the amazing grace and mercy available to all in Jesus Christ.     

 

Chapter Six - Hell Is a Place of Uselessness 

 “And do not fear those who would kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 

rather fear him who is able to destroy both the soul and the body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)  

 There are two valleys that surround the old city of Jerusalem.  The first one is the 

Kidron Valley or the King’s Valley, so named because of its proximity to the palace of King 

David.  It is a place of gardens and rock-hewn tombs, the most beautiful of which is the 

Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed.   

 The second one is known as the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, or simply, “Gehenna.”  

Historically, this valley is a cursed place.  In the Old Testament false Gods were worshiped 

here.  Followers of Baal, Moloch and other Canaanite gods would engage in horrible practices.  

Children were sacrificed here, burned alive in unholy fires.  No wonder God condemned and 

destroyed whole cultures engaged in these practices.   

 By the time of Jesus, Gehenna was considered so unholy that it was used as a trash 

heap outside of Jerusalem.  With fires burning day and night, it became the place where 



garbage, unclean items, and bodies of dead criminals were deposited.  Gehenna, this cursed 

place, became one of the biblical terms for hell.   

 There is more than one word for the afterlife in the Bible.  “Sheol” in the Hebrew 

Scriptures and “Hades” in the New Testament are words for the place where the dead go.  

But “Gehenna,” used eleven times in the Bible, became the term for where the wicked go.   

 One of the saddest facts about hell stems from the use of the word “Gehenna” used in 

its description.  As I think of this place on the outskirts of Jerusalem reserved for refuse, I am 

reminded of people who are in hell.  People whose valuable lives, more precious than gold, 

are now wasted and forgotten.  Imagine the talent, ability, goodness, personality, humor, and 

just simply…the life…lost forever in the trash heap of hell. 

 
Chapter Seven - Hell Is a Place of Fear 
 
 “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the 

wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 13:49-50).   

 Hell is meant to be a place of fear and dread.  This is totally consistent with the 

character of God.  The interesting thing about fear in the Bible is that it is usually cast in a 

positive light.  One verse states it this way, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” 

(Psalm 111:10).  Now many teach that this type of fear really means “reverential awe” for 

God, and I agree.  But before we “go spiritual” in defining this term, we must remember that 

the primary definition of “fear” both in the English language and in the biblical languages of 

Greek and Hebrew involves the concept of “dread” or “terror” rather than awe or amazement.  

In the account of the Christmas story in the Gospel of Luke, for example, the shepherds 



possibly “were sore afraid” not out of reverence and wonder of God.  They may have simply 

been scared silly.  Truth be told, we do not know what an angel of the Lord looks like, sounds 

like, and acts like.  “Fear” in the Bible makes an emotional impact upon humanity, warning us 

and directing us.  

Before criticizing and rejecting the concept of fear in the Bible as being too primitive, 

outmoded, or negative, we need to think of its practical purpose.  No one would condemn a 

danger light blinking on a car for “being too negative.”  Neither would we criticize a company 

for “scaring children” if they put a skull-and-crossbones warning label on a bottle of poison.  

Likewise, we should not dismiss as outmoded or primitive the fearful images of hell related in 

biblical writings.  These are hazard symbols designed to warn us, impress us, and direct us.  

To take these symbols out of our preaching, teaching, and witnessing is like taking the 

danger signs off of our highways.  The Bible states that, “Perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 

4:18).  Fear, however, is one of the biblical realities that draw us to the perfect love of Jesus 

Christ. 

 
Chapter Eight - Hell Is a Place of Sadness 
 
 “Watch therefore: for you do not know in what hour your Lord will come.  The lord of 

that servant shall come in a day when he looks not for him, and in an hour that he is not 

aware of, and shall cut him apart, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 24:42, 50-51) 

 In Matthew 8:12 and in at least five other places, people in hell are described as 

weeping.  And it indeed is a pathetically sad place. Wonderful, precious people are there.  



Valuable lives are wasted and torn there.  Talent is squandered.  Love is lost.  Any chance of 

redemption is gone.    

 The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri illustrates this sadness.  In this epic poem, the 

author describes his journey through hell (Inferno) and ultimately to heaven (Paradiso).  One 

of the most poignant images in the Inferno section is the scene describing the sign above the 

portal of hell reading, “Abandon hope, all ye who enter here.”  Although his book is filled with 

fantastic and extra-biblical images, and even though there is no indication that there is a real 

sign above the entrance to hell, Dante’s narrative still illustrates a terrible truth.  Those in hell 

are hopeless, helpless, wrecked, and beyond pity.  There is no sadder place in the universe. 

Besides the intrinsic sadness that pervades this place, there will be many regrets by 

those who inhabit hell.  Regrets of wrong decisions made; regrets of right decisions not 

made; regrets at lost relationships, or regrets of what might have been.  But there is no 

redemption, instruction, or wisdom in this regret.  All second chances are past.  All is lost for 

those who inhabit this terrible place. 

 
Chapter Nine - Hell Is a Place of Isolation 
 
 “And cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:30)  

 “I want to go to hell.”  I could not believe my ears.  The young men were “good old 

Georgia boys” who lived in my community.  After meeting them through some mutual friends, 

and hanging out with them a few times, I took a deep breath and asked them “the question.”  

You know…the one about whether they have a relationship with God.  Since they already 

knew I was a minister, one of them said they wondered when I would ever get around to 



sharing “religion” with them!  But when I asked them if they were ready to turn their lives 

over to Jesus, one of them stated that he actually wanted to go to hell.  In his words, 

“Because that’s where all my friends are!”   

I imagine that he must have thought hell was a place where he could hang out with 

his friends, party like mad, and have a good old time.  How wrong he was!  In the Bible hell is 

described as a place of “outer darkness.”  Far away from friends and family, those in hell are 

more alone than they have ever been. Friendless. Abandoned. Deserted. Isolated.  Alone.    

 Isolation is a horrible thing.  Scientists have conducted experiments to see how people 

can handle isolation and loneliness, and the apex of these studies took place in the 1950’s.  

An English psychologist, J. C. Lilly, studied sensory isolation in 1956 by attempting to deprive 

volunteers of all sensations.  These experimental subjects were immersed a tank of lukewarm 

water, and issued face masks through which to breathe that blocked any light patterns.  

There was no stimulation from light changes, noise, or clothing.   

 When subjected to these conditions the volunteers suffered profound effects.  They 

suffered massive boredom, were unable to concentrate, and in some cases became mentally 

disturbed.  The maximum time that any volunteer could last under these conditions was only 

three hours. According to Lilly, “Subjects reported feelings of unreality, with a profound loss 

of identification. They didn't know who they were, where they were, or what was happening 

to them, and the ensuing feelings of panic forced them all to abandon the experiment.”   

 In 1959, English researchers Smith and Lewty used volunteer nurses confined in a 

silent room to see how long they could last.  “The subjects were offered an equal amount of 

paid leave for each day they lasted.  They were given a comfortable bed and were even 

allowed to walk about the room. All volunteers who lasted for more than ten hours reported 



disordered thinking, and two thirds of them reported fear and panic. Some reported body-

image distortions such as 'my head was like a spinning cone going away from my body'. 

Some experienced violent nightmares and fairly acute paranoia.” 

 First-hand knowledge of isolation’s terrible effect is possibly best described by 

Colonel James H. Kasler of the United States Air Force in the book, We Came Home.  In this 

memoir he describes terrible torture at the hands of the enemy.  He was shot down over 

North Vietnam in August of 1966 and was not released until March of 1973.  As a prisoner of 

war he was subjected to unspeakable horrors at the hands of his captors including starvation, 

sleep-denial, hangings from ropes until arms were out of joint, restraint in irons and chains, 

frequent beatings with fan belts and fists, marathon interrogations, broken limbs, and other 

descriptions of humiliating and degrading treatment. But more than any other torture, he 

mentions isolation more frequently than them all:  

“It's difficult to imagine the mental anguish that we went through, waiting in 

isolation for them to come after you and fearing that you would not be strong 

enough to resist being forced into taping or writing something which would harm 

our country or its cause. During those early years we were kept in isolation so 

much of the time and denied anything with which to occupy our minds. We were 

never allowed to see or communicate with other prisoners and never allowed out 

of our cells except for an occasional bath. The Vietnamese kept us in isolation  and 

denied us anything to occupy our minds for a good reason; for when a man living 

under these conditions is subjected to any mental inputs or torture it remains vivid 

in his memory for months. Brainwashing has been described as torture, fear, 

relief, and then repeated until the individual becomes receptive to and is willing to 



parrot anything he is told. Isolation, starvation and denial of sleep are used in 

conjunction with brainwashing to reduce individual's resistance. The Vietnamese 

employed all of these techniques but they were crude and ruthless in their 

approach. They were impatient for results and when they were not forthcoming, 

they became even more ruthless.” 

 Isolation is so bad that it is listed as one of the worst forms of torture by the Geneva 

Conventions.  It is so bad that, during the administration of President George W. Bush, 

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld warned against its use on prisoners of war, even while 

he was touting the positive contributions of water-boarding.  This isolation is amplified in hell.   

Many people are under the false assumption that the devil wants them on “his team”.  

They imagine a world in which God has them by one arm and Satan the other, each desiring 

them, wooing them, and pulling them.  It is up to them to choose which side to be on.  In 

truth, however, there is no “team” that the devil wants a person to “join.”  He does not care 

about us and he does not want us on his team.  The devil only wants to destroy us.  The 

reason for his malevolence is that we have been created in the image of God.  Satan cannot 

touch God, so chooses to destroy His image.  This is much like an employee who throws darts 

at a picture of his boss.  You are the imago dei, the picture of God, and Satan loathes you 

because of your resemblance to the Lord.  Those in outer darkness soon realize there is no 

“team” there.  Only the sad everlasting solitude of hell. 

 
Chapter Ten - Hell Is a Place of Separation 
 
“And then I will tell them, ‘I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.’” 

(Matthew 7:23)   



 Isolation from other people is compounded by the fact that a person in hell is 

separated also from the Lord.  Some of the saddest verses in scripture are the few occasions 

when Jesus actually sends people away from himself.  Matthew 25 is one of the most 

poignant passages of scripture in the Bible, as we see Jesus telling the “goats” at his left 

hand, “depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels.”  Jesus in this verse tells these “workers of iniquity” to get out of His presence. 

 Friendship with God may be the greatest blessing of life.  If that is true, though, then 

the converse would be that separation from Him would be the greatest curse.  In this section 

a lot of the terrible features of hell have been highlighted; many if not most readers were 

already familiar with them.  But by far, the worst thing about hell is not the fire, fear, 

sadness, uselessness, or isolation from others.  The worst thing about hell is the separation; 

specifically, being separated from the friendship of God.   

 A Louisiana newspaper related this story by writer Smiley Anders.  A kid came home 

from school with a bloody nose, a black eye, and torn clothes. He had clearly been in a fight 

and lost. "What happened to you?" his dad asked. "Aw, Jimmy and I got into an argument 

and I challenged him to a duel. I let him choose the weapons." Dad said, "That seems fair." 

To which his beaten up son replied, "Yeah, but how was I to know he was going to choose 

his big sister?"  It pays to have friends, especially those who can help in a fight!  But 

friendship with the Lord is much more than that. 

 Friendship is one of the greatest gifts God has given mankind. God created us to be 

in society with others.  He wants us to be in healthy relationships.  In fact in Scripture we 

read how God created the entire world and declared that it was good. The first time that God 

said, “It is not good” is when He described Adam as being alone and without a helper. 



Friends are all-important; so essential that God Himself determined to personally be our best 

friend.  

 Dr. Leonard Cammer, a psychiatrist who has spent over three decades treating 

people who are depressed has deduced, “The human being is the only species that cannot 

survive alone. The human being needs other human beings.” He goes on to reveal, “A 

telephone call to a depressed friend can save a life. An occasional word, a ten-minute visit, 

can be more effective than twenty-four hours of nursing care. You can buy nursing care. You 

cannot buy love.”   

 Interestingly, Native Americans understood the value of friendship. The word for 

friendship in one of their languages means, “one-who-carries-my-sorrows-on-his-back.”  One 

of the great Early American leaders, William Penn, spoke about the value of a true friend.  “A 

true friend advises justly, assists readily, adventures boldly, takes all patiently, defends 

courageously, and continues to be a friend unchangeably.”  

 How important is friendship to someone? It is one of the greatest gifts anyone can 

give.  Have you heard of the great Persian king, Shah Abbas? He was one of the wealthiest 

monarchs in history but he enjoyed disguising himself and mingling with peasants. One day 

he dressed as a poor man and went down a long, winding stairway to a dark and damp cellar 

where a “stoker” was tending a furnace. This man was very poor and lived among the ashes 

where he worked.  

The king, dressed like a poor man, sat down and talked with this man. At meal time the 

stoker offered to share his lunch with the king. Together they ate the coarse, black bread and 

drank cool water of the fireman. 



 The shah went away but came back again and again, dressed in his poor man’s 

clothes. Each time the ash covered working man would interact with the shah with warmth, 

kindness and generosity.  One day the emperor decided that he would tell the stoker who he 

really was. “I am not really a poor man; I am your emperor, Shah Abbas.” He expected that 

the poor man would ask for great wealth and special favors. Instead the man said, “I need 

none of the riches of your kingdom. You have already given me a great gift. You have left the 

glory of your palace and come to be with me in this dark place. Even you can give me 

nothing more precious. On others you may bestow rich presents but to me you have given 

yourself: it only remains to ask that you never withdraw this gift of your friendship.” 

 In this section a lot of the terrible features of hell have been highlighted, and many 

readers are already familiar with them.  But to me, separation from friendship with Jesus is by 

far is the worst thing about hell.  Not the fire, fear, sadness, or uselessness, but being parted 

forever from the your Creator.  In hell the God who created you is not present.  The One who 

delighted in your first word or step, even more than your parents did, is no longer there.  The 

Christ who hung upon your every word is absent.  Gone is the Lord who loves you so much 

that he has the hairs of your head numbered; so much that He was willing to give His own 

dear Son for you.  As Max Lucado once wrote, “He is crazy about you.”  How sad that this 

same God, who once wooed individuals with His love and passion, and once called them by 

name now says, “Depart from me…I never knew you.”  The most horrible hell is the image of 

our creator and best friend sadly sending people into judgment, eternally separated from 

Himself. 

  

Third Section:  Seven Good Things in Hell 
 



Jesus tells a story in the Bible about a rich man and a poor man who lived in close 

proximity to one another.  It came to pass that both died, going to radically different places in 

the afterlife.  The poor man, “Lazarus,” went to a place of comfort at the side of Abraham, 

one of the heroes of the Old Testament.  The rich man died and found himself condemned to 

hell.  Some people call this story, “The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.”  But it's not a 

parable. It is true. 

There is a unique and unmistakable way that Jesus introduces His parables.  

Sometimes we read the words, “And He spoke a parable unto them saying….”  At 

other times Jesus would say, “The Kingdom of God is like,” and then would tell a 

parable.  This account is not introduced in any of these ways.  It is related as a real 

account.  The main characters in this drama are not presented as allegorical figures at 

all, but as real people who lived real lives, who made real choices, and who ended up 

in real places.  Also, Jesus never named the characters in His parables, but He names 

one of the persons in this story, namely, “Lazarus” the beggar.  By every indication of 

textual evidence in the Bible, this is not a parable.  This is meant to be a true account, 

told by Christ Himself.   

Jesus could have related this story from the very town where two men, a 

wealthy man and a beggar, had recently died.  Jesus tells his listeners the beggar's 

name, which was Lazarus.  He does not tell us the rich man’s name, possibly out of 

respect to his family and friends.  The graphic and poignant story that follows stops us 

in our tracks.  I have included the entire content of this important scripture passage 

below, because Jesus words here serve as the foundation for this entire section: 



"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived 

in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered 

with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the 

dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar died and 

the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was 

buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far 

away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have 

pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' But Abraham replied, 'Son, 

remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 

And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so 

that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross 

over from there to us.' He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus 

to my father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that 

they will not also come to this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They 

have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' He then said, 'No, 

father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 

repent.' He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 

they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'“ 

In this passage, God is telling in essence what Paul Harvey used to do in his 

radio broadcasts, giving us, “the rest of the story” about what goes on after this life is 



passed.  What is the purpose that Jesus had in telling this tale?  What lies ahead of us 

after we go through the portal of death?  What things should we expect after this life is 

over?  What does God say about eternity?  The detail and dialogue is startling in this 

literal account from Jesus, with no indication of parable or allegory.  Even more startling is 

the fact that in this account, Jesus actually identifies seven good things in hell.   

 
Chapter Eleven - Good People Are in Hell 

 
 “There was a certain rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and dined 

lavishly every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, who was laid at his gate, 

full of sores.  And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table, 

even the dogs came and licked his sores.” (Luke 16:19-22)   

 Scripture indicates that there are good people are in hell; at least “good” according to 

human standards.  Have you ever noticed that Jesus in this account never shared anything 

horribly wrong that the rich man did?  In fact, the case could be made that the rich man is 

possibly even more moral and caring than me.  After all, He allowed a poor man named 

Lazarus sit at his gate each day and beg for alms; I would probably have the police remove a 

begging vagrant from off of my property!  Could it be that there are people in hell who are 

actually morally better than me?  The answer to this uncomfortable question is probably, 

“Yes.”  At least from an earthly perspective there are “good” people in hell.  People who are 

nice, fair, and kind when compared to others.  People who are good neighbors who don’t 

litter, who mow their lawns, and who loan ladders to their neighbors.   

 But…is there anyone truly “good” from a biblical perspective?  The answer is, “No.”  

The Bible says that, “…there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  (Psalm 53:3).  Moreover, 



according to strict biblical theology, we go to heaven or hell not based upon how good we 

are, or how bad we are.  We go to heaven or hell based upon what we do with Jesus.  A 

relationship with Him is what truly counts.   

 There is a radical standard of holiness that the Lord sets for us in scripture.  The Bible 

describes God as unspeakably holy and righteous.  So holy that He makes much more of sin 

than we do, to the point that, even our righteousness, “is as a filthy rag.” (Isaiah 64:6).  We 

tend to minimize our sins, making light of them.  But God…He makes so much of them, 

stating that, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23).  Pick the 

best, purest, and most noble person you know (or know of) and they still fall short of God’s 

holy standard.  Your sweet grandma does not hit the mark, and even Mother Teresa does not 

come close to the moral perfection that God requires.  Moreover, the Bible teaches that “The 

wages of sin is death.”  (Romans 6:23).  Consider the most the most pure motive you’ve ever 

had, the most altruistic activity you’ve ever done, and the most noble thought you’ve ever 

“thunk”.  Hold these up to a holy God and they are all filth compared to Him.  There is no 

loveliness in us, and nothing attractive in our lives that would cause God to save us. If being 

“good people” cannot redeem us, then,…what (or who) can?   

 We find our answer in the person of Jesus Christ.  He died on the cross for your sin.  

He paid the death penalty that you owed, and now that the price is paid you have the 

opportunity to go free.  The Lord only wants us to admit our absolute powerlessness over sin 

and to accept His offer of unmerited grace, mercy, and forgiveness.  But only those who truly 

accept this personal relationship can be rescued. God in the Bible refers to this relationship as 

being “adopted” into the Lord’s family (Romans 8:15).  And hell is a reality for all who are not 

part of this relationship.     



 The importance of family membership was illustrated to me most vividly way back in 

the “Jurassic period” when I was a college student during the administration of President 

Jimmy Carter. When he was first elected, I was very excited about the chief executive officer 

of our country being someone who was so vocal about the role of faith in his life.  I became 

somewhat of an expert on President Carter, reading his biography Why Not the Best, studying 

his family and upbringing, and even attending one of his Sunday School classes that he 

taught in his hometown of Plains, Georgia.  But even though I learned as much as I could 

about the president (possibly more than he even knew about himself), and as much as I 

admired him, I was still not welcome at the White House.  The reason?  Even though I knew 

about Jimmy Carter, I did not know Jimmy Carter.  And more importantly, he did not know 

me. There was another person during that time who embarrassed the president repeatedly, 

and was a constant source of discomfort to him.  Yet, he was welcome at the White House 

and could come and go as he pleased.  The difference?  That man was Billy Carter, the 

president’s brother.  Although he was rough around the edges, drinking way too much beer 

and engaging in scandalous behavior, he was a member of Jimmy Carter’s family, and was 

warmly welcomed and loved by president.  In much the same way, our knowledge about God 

and even our good works are not enough to be welcomed into God’s presence.  Only a 

relationship with him counts.  He invites us to become members of His family by entering a 

personal love relationship of grace and faith.  This is referred to as the “gift of salvation” in 

the Bible.  

 Really good people, by human standards, are in hell.  Probably much better than you 

or me.  But “good” doesn’t cut it, when compared to the standards of a holy God.  

 



Chapter Twelve - Good Vision Is in Hell 
 

 “And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and saw Abraham in the distance, 

and Lazarus in his embrace.” (Luke 16:23)  

 Good vision is in hell.  From every indication of scripture, hell seems to be a place of 

vision and perception.  In some ways, the vision in hell is even greater than the perception 

we have here on earth.  For example, the Bible records that the rich man looked up and saw 

across the great divide.  He saw Lazarus in Abraham’s embrace.  He saw the love and peace 

and comfort.  This vision…this perception that people have in hell could also be one of its 

saddest features. Could it be that the people who are there may actually be able to see 

heaven?  Can they really perceive, either physically or spiritually, what they are missing when 

they rejected Christ?   

 But what are they seeing?  Did Lazarus really see across the great divide into heaven?  

Or was it a place where the dead went before the cross, resurrection and the dispensation of 

grace?   

 Many places in the Bible list facts about the peace, pleasure, and abundance of 

heaven.  One of the greatest scriptural accounts of this wonderful place, though, is contained 

in the last book of the Bible, and was written down by one of Jesus’ disciples, John.  

Approximately forty to sixty years after the Christ event, John was in exile on the isle of 

Patmos.  This island still exists today between Greece and Turkey in the Mediterranean Sea.  

While there, he recorded a fantastical vision which was revealed to him by God.  In this 

“Revelation” (which became the name of this book of the Bible), the Lord unveiled His plan 

for the world.  Besides a detailed description of Jesus Christ, inspirational letters to churches, 

warnings about the antichrist, and predictions about the consummation of this present age, 



this apostle also wrote extensively about his vision of heaven.  He describes the throne of 

God surrounded by twenty-four other thrones upon which sit the “elders,” possibly 

representing the twelve apostles in the New Testament and the twelve tribes of Israel in the 

Old Testament.  Upon the center throne, John simply says that One is seated there.  This is 

probably a statement of respect, not naming the Almighty God who rules from His lofty seat.   

 John describes the throne room as being alive with vivid colors.  God is pictured having 

the appearance of jasper.  This was no ordinary jasper stone, though, but was as clear as a 

diamond.  Also, the brilliant clarity of the jasper was further enhanced by the color of the 

carnelian stone, vivid red and full of fire.  Surrounding the throne John describes arcs of light 

having the rich, luxurious color of a fine emerald.  The twenty-four elders are described as 

being seated around God’s throne, clothed in white garments, having gold crowns on their 

heads, and holding fast the prayers of the saints.  Also a great multitude is present who have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. The throne room must be 

immensely large as John describes before the throne of God something that resembled an 

entire sea of glass, as clear as crystal.  

 This throne room of God is alive with activity and splendor.  From the throne come 

flashes of lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder. The Lord is active as He encompasses 

the entire scene and exhibits both wrath and love in His character.  John then describes 

seven lighted torches which represent the seven spirits of God.  There are four living 

creatures are around the throne as well. The fantastical description of these beings is alive 

with wonder.  They are covered with eyes in front and in back.  One of the beasts resembles 

a lion, one recalls the image of a calf, one is like a flying eagle, and one has the face of a 

man.  The four creatures have six wings and never cease crying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 



Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.”  In the later part of the book John describes a 

scene so moving that I have included the entire passage below without comment: 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great 

street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for 

the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 

and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see 

his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. 

They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God 

will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5) 

 One of the principles of scripture interpretation is that God has condescended to us by 

allowing Himself to be depicted in human language.  The descriptions in the Bible of God or 

other supernatural sights (such as heaven or hell) are made difficult because of the 

constraints of speech.  Words simply cannot describe heaven adequately, and we can see this 

difficulty in John’s description in the book of Revelation.  Since he cannot come up with words 

to positively depict the majesty of this place, he resorts to negative terminology such as, “no 

longer any curse,” “no more night,” and “no need of a lamp or of the sun,” to describe it.   

 We see this technique in languages today.  If an Eskimo was attempting to describe a 

Polynesian island for the first time using Inuit (a language with no words for palm trees, 

pineapples, coconuts, or sandy beaches), he may say something like, “no more snow, no 

more ice, and no more fog.”  As John attempts to describe heaven, he resorts to this 

technique.  Heaven is a place where there will be no more suffering, no more tears, no more 



disease, and no more questions.  We cannot find words to describe it.  So John in his vision 

describes heaven as the land of “no more.” 

 Now that Jesus has come this vision of heaven could be what the rich man and all 

others in hell are seeing as they look across the great divide.  Now, there is no indication that 

Lazarus could see into hell.  Heaven is a place of bliss.  Heaven would not be heaven if 

people could see into hell.   

 
Chapter Thirteen - Good Prayers Are in Hell 
 
 “And he cried out, saying, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that 

he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 

flame.’” (Luke 16:24).   

 Good prayers are in hell.  “Father, have mercy on me” is a very good prayer.  In fact, 

the rich man’s prayer is so good that, if he had sincerely prayed it in this life, he could have 

been saved.  But everything in the Bible seems to indicate that this life, and this life alone is 

the arena that God has given us to make our choice for or against Jesus Christ.  There seems 

to be no second chances in the afterlife to make the right decisions.  This brings up a chilling 

and controversial question, “Could it be that hell is full of good people…praying the right 

prayers?”  Of course, I hope other authors are right when they speak of second chances to be 

saved even after death and the judgment.  But…that would certainly not be right under the 

clearest interpretation of the Bible.  The most obvious reading of scripture allows no second 

chances…no “mulligans” when it comes to receiving Christ after death.  This should cause all 

believers, including me, to rededicate ourselves to seeing that no one goes to this place of 

torment.  



 Hell should encourage us to go one step beyond our comfort level to minister to and 

encourage others in Jesus’ name.  So…go ahead and follow the promptings of God’s spirit to 

make that phone call, bake and deliver that pie, write that note, and initiate that conversation 

about Jesus.  You never know…it might have be a “divine appointment” God is making for 

you to change someone’s life.   

 I must confess that sometimes I am not enough of a “people person.”  I find myself 

too busy with tasks and ideas and the time I make to spend with people suffers.  But one 

day, I simply could not get her out of my mind.  She was a wonderful elderly lady in our 

community; a leader in our church and the matriarch of her family.  Although she was facing 

a surgery in a few weeks, the prognosis was very good for a complete recovery.  I truly 

believe God kept bringing her into my thoughts and prayers.  So against my nature I did 

something that I rarely do and called her just to talk for no particular reason.  She was not 

home, so I left an encouraging message and went about my way, but still with a nagging 

sense that I still had not yet completed what the Lord was prompting me to do in regards to 

her.  Later that day, I called and visited with her husband at his place of business.  I was 

about to say goodbye to him and leave when she peeked her head into his office door and 

asked if she could talk with me.  And what a talk it was!  Out poured years of doubts about 

God, fears about her upcoming medical procedure, stories of her struggles with decades of 

depression, and insecurity about life itself.  As one who had struggled with doubts myself, I 

was able to share in her struggles and lead her to cast all her cares upon Jesus.  After a life-

changing prayer, she committed her life to Christ and everything changed. “Good” prayers are 

in hell, but “effective” prayers are prayed only in this life.  Pray and ask for God’s mercy 

today.        



 
Chapter Fourteen - Good Memory Is in Hell 

 
 “But Abraham said, Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, 

and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and you are tormented.” (Luke 

16:25)   

 Even though the Bible refers to hell as the second death, there seems to still be 

consciousness, memory, and awareness there.  Memory is the ability to recall bits of 

information.  Things once lived or learned can be brought back into consciousness.   

 Memory actually operates in two different ways.  Short term memories are designed to 

be in your conscious mind for only a limited period of time before they go away.  If this was 

not the case the brain would soon fill up with non-essential facts, figures, and data 

(restaurant menus, the color of every car you passed on the highway, the content of every 

television program, etc.).  In fact it is said that the short term memory can only hold about 

seven memories.  This may be why you can remember a phone number but have to 

repeatedly consult your credit card for the number in order to make an online purchase.   

Long term memories, though, involve a different type of recall.  These memories must 

be “brought up” from the past.  In computer terminology, they are loaded somewhere on the 

hard drive of your brain, but must be re-loaded into your conscious mind.  You can decide on 

what goes into your long term memory.  A few years ago, I made the effort to memorize the 

book of Ephesians.  It took me four months of concerted effort, and then two extra months to 

be able to comfortable enough to recite it like someone would their children’s names.  I then 

began to recite this book for different groups.  I would dress as Paul, share some biographical 

information on him and some background info on the book of Ephesians, and then launch 



into around twenty-seven minutes of recitation.  I did it enough where it is now seared into 

my long term memory, and I can recall this information with very little effort.   

Most of our long term memories, however, are logged into our brain unconsciously.  

When asked where you were on 9-11, you remember that time and place.  Things that make 

a strong emotional impression are imprinted onto our long term memory.  Also, essential 

information (like directions home, how to drive a car, how to avoid dangerous situations, etc.) 

also becomes part of this segment of your memory.  Some information is stored in your long 

term memory because of personal meaning.  The name of a friend, the face of a family 

member, the smell of a favorite perfume, etc., all involve consciously or unconsciously 

committing these things to memory.  You remember some things simply because you need to 

know them (such as job procedures or material you’re studying for a test).  There also is a 

type of information that you store in long-term memory that requires a conscious effort to 

recall.  These include “episodic memories,” which are personal memories about experiences 

you’ve had at specific times, or “semantic memories” (factual data not bound to time or 

place), which can be everything from the names of the planets to the color of your child’s 

hair. Another type of long-term memory is procedural memory, which involves skills and 

routines you perform so often that they don’t require conscious recall. 

 Good memories in all of their forms are in hell.  One of the sad facts about hell is that 

people still have their memories.  Family banquets and times around the Christmas tree, 

resplendent with laughter and music, are remembered, never to be experienced again.  

Companionship and love are only memories. The first date, the marriage proposal, the 

anticipation of a new baby, the hug of a child all are recalled, but now out of reach.  Fishing 

trips, vacations at the beach, and breathtaking mountain scenery are gone, but still exist as 



memories for the inhabitants of hell.  I wonder if people can even remember a friend who 

prayed for them, relatives who took them to church, sermons preached, and chances, forever 

overlooked, to follow Christ as Savior.     

 
Chapter Fifteen - Good Theology Is in Hell 

 
 “And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that those who 

would pass from here to you cannot; neither can they come over to us from there.”  (Luke 

16:26)   

 Good theology is important.  Knowing the right things about God and His word can 

lead a person to faith.  In fact, the Bible makes the point that a person must hear the truth 

before he can respond and be saved.  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how 

shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a 

preacher?” (Romans 10:13-14)   

 The devil is a great theologian.  More than any of us, Satan knows the facts about God 

and believes His word.  But good theology does not save or redeem a person.  In James 2:19 

we learn that mere belief in God does not necessarily imply that someone is going to heaven 

and avoiding hell.  “You believe in one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe…and 

tremble.”  This verse also reinforces the fact that the devil and his demons know good 

theology, yet are lost because of disobedience and rebellion.   (James 2:19) 

 As mentioned before, the Bible in Luke 16 indicates that hell is a place of vision.  It 

seems as though the rich man in hell could somehow “see” across the great divide into 

heaven and visualize the beggar Lazarus in Abraham’s embrace.  The wealthy man was not a 



man of true faith, but most certainly could have possessed an intellectual belief in God.  It is 

obvious, though, because of his destination in which he found himself, that he did not 

possess true faith (trust in and adherence to) in the Lord Jesus Christ.  After he died, in an 

instant this man realized and believed, not only in the existence of God, but also in the 

accuracy and reliability of God’s word.  The statement, “People who don’t believe the Bible 

are in hell,” is patently untrue.  Everyone in hell believes the Bible.  Everyone in hell knows 

that Christ is the only way of salvation.  Every person in hell will bow their knee and confess 

Jesus as Lord (Philippians 2:11).  And they all like the rich man will realize, albeit too late, 

that heaven and hell and everything else that the Bible teaches about God are realities.  Good 

theology is in hell.   

 
Chapter Sixteen - Good Priorities Are in Hell 

 
 “Then he said, I beg you Father, that thou would send him to my father's house to my 

five brothers I have, that he may testify to them, lest they also come into this place of 

torment.”  (Luke 16:27-28) 

 Good priorities are in hell.  Evangelism is a priority in hell.  “Evangelism” is a term that 

refers to telling others the good news about forgiveness and eternal life which emanates from 

a relationship with Jesus Christ.  The rich man would have done anything to see that his five 

brothers were not condemned to the place of torment where he resided.  He wanted Lazarus 

to go and tell them about the mercy and grace of God available to them.  So…it is clear that 

evangelism is a priority in hell…maybe even more of a priority there than in most churches.  

This challenges my life, my church, and all who are Christ-followers.  We should want our 

lives to count for Jesus in helping others to know about salvation through Christ.  Evangelism 



should at least have an equal or greater priority in our lives than it has in hell!  There are 

people right now suffering an eternal separation from God wishing someone would go to their 

family to tell them about Christ before it is everlasting too late.  Will you be that “someone”?   

Finally, notice the content and tone of the message the rich man wanted Jesus Christ 

preached to his brothers.  It was not only to tell the good news of the love of God.  Notice 

that it was specifically to warn them about hell.  He did not want them to die in their sins and 

to be condemned to the place of torment in which the rich man found himself inhabiting 

forever. 

 
Chapter Seventeen - Good Intentions Are in Hell 

 
One can reject Christ through outright rebellion, but also through passive rejection.  A 

man can deny and refuse Christ by going outside, shaking his fist to heaven, and cursing his 

God.  But far more people “intend” to get right with God “someday,” but reject the Lord 

through passivity.  Apathy, indifference, procrastination…these are “nice and polite” ways for 

humanity to tell God to “go take a walk.”  But these rejections are just as potent as the 

curses of the man who shouts against heaven.  Procrastination is a particularly dangerous 

thing when it comes to matters of eternity.  Our delaying tactics lead us like sheep to the 

slaughter.  Our polite “alibis” become “lullabies” that cause us to slumber lazily along the road 

to perdition. 

   We must not delay becoming followers of Christ.  In fact, there is an air of urgency 

in the Bible when it comes to this matter.  “Today when you hear His voice, harden not your 

heart.” (Hebrews 3:15).  “Now is the day of salvation, now is the time of God’s favor.” (2 

Corinthians 6:2).  Hell is the reason for this note of importunity, for if God’s judgement is not 



real, there would be no need for priority or urgency about the matter of being right with the 

Lord.    

One of the most famous phrases uttered in the Bible is in Acts 16:30 when a jailer in 

the city of Philippi shouted in fear and repentance to the apostle Paul, “What must I do to be 

saved?”  He must have understood the importance and urgency of this decision as he cried 

out for mercy.  But when I was a young pastor, one of the kids in my student group turned 

the jailer’s question upside down.  He had not attended church very much, so was very new 

to these matters of God.  One day he asked, “What must I do to go to hell?”  He was 

probably wanting to go right up to that point without stepping over!  The answer to that 

question is of course, “nothing.”  We are already dead in our sins, according to the Bible. 

(Ephesians 2:1).  Without Christ we are already judged in our own trespasses.  You do 

nothing to go to hell, for we are already on our way there due to the sin we have committed.  

But you must take action “in the now” to respond and say “yes” to God in order to be saved. 

The good news is that you can receive Christ, much as you would receive a visitor into your 

home.  You simply open the door and invite him in to be your Savior and Lord. 

Procrastination is basically saying “not now” to the Lord’s offer of redemption.  Have 

you ever thought, though, that “not now” is merely the present tense of “never”?  You see, 

the only place you can say “yes” to God is in the now.  Yesterday is gone, and tomorrow may 

never come.  You only have this moment today to receive him, so saying “not now” is just a 

nice way of saying “never” to the Lord.   

Receiving Christ must be on God’s terms, not ours.  And…God’s terms are fourfold.  

First, you must accept Jesus while you are alive.  Second, you must do it while you are in 

your right mind.  Third, you must follow the Lord while the Gospel appeals to you.  But 



fourth, you must do it “in the now.”  There is a deadline in this matter, and once this life is 

past there seems to be no other opportunities to accept Jesus in the afterlife.  Hell is full of 

good people with all good intentions of getting right with Christ “someday.”  Remember, 

though, that good intentions to receive Jesus Christ “someday,” however pure, are not 

enough.  The intention must be accompanied by a real faith, a real decision, and a real 

surrender to Jesus. 

Good intentions are in hell.  You have heard it said that “The road to hell is paved with 

good intentions.”  Hell is full of good people with good intentions of getting right with Christ 

someday.  Some even hope for an eleventh hour salvation, at an old age after they have had 

all their “fun,” or perhaps even right before death.  But unfortunately, many people hoping 

for an eleventh hour die at ten o’clock.    

Fourth Section:  The Good News about Hell 
 

“And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.”  (Isaiah 6:3)   

 In the year that King Uzziah of Judah died, the prophet Isaiah had a vision of the Lord.  

And oh what a vision is was!  God was in His temple, high and lifted up on a throne, so large 

that the train of his garment filled the entire structure.  Seraphims, or “burning ones” 

signifying God’s holiness, were flying around the scene.  They were visually compelling with 

their three sets of wings.  With two wings they covered their feet, because even these beings, 

burning with holiness, felt dirty before the purity of the mighty God.  With two wings they 

covered their eyes because, even in their glory they could not bear to look at the rays of glory 

emanating from the Lord.  And with the final set of wings they flew as they cried, repeatedly, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty.  The whole earth is full of His glory.”    



 Contrary to what some teach and preach, I believe that holiness is the main attribute 

of God.  “God is love,” is a key verse of scripture, but the seraphim do not cry “love, love, 

love,” as they fly around the altar of God with feet and eyes covered.  Some would say glory 

is His main attribute, but “Glory,” is not the cry of the heavenly host for all eternity.  “Holy, 

holy, holy,” is their cry.  Holiness belongs to the Lord and to Him alone.  And it is God’s 

holiness that is awesome and terrible, for it is what condemns and consumes sinful humanity.   

 After seeing the vision of God’s holiness, Isaiah cried in anguish and pain, “Woe is me. 

I am undone.  I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.  

For mine eyes have seen the king, the Lord of hosts.”  (Isaiah 6:5).  Because of holiness our 

sin cannot be simply swept under the rug.  Our sin is condemned and punished by God.   

 Bu…there is another dimension to God…that being His love.  Without God’s love, his 

holiness would consume us.  Conversely his love apart from His holiness would spoil us.  But 

the totality of the Lord’s character…His holiness, glory, and love together…is what saves us.  

He does this by declaring in his holiness that we are guilty and under the death sentence for 

our sin, but then in His love, coming Himself to pay our penalty of death on the cross.  But 

the story does not end there.  The good news is that Jesus rose from the grave and defeated 

death for you and for me.  Now, for all who receive Him, this life is not the end.  It is just the 

beginning of an eternal life in heaven.  And this leads us to our final section with the ironic 

title of, “The Good News about Hell…..” 

 
Chapter Eighteen – Hell Is Not Prepared for Anyone 

“Then he shall also say to them on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’” (Matthew 25:41)  



 I mentioned before that, to me, one of the saddest and most troubling verses in 

the Bible is when Jesus says to those on his left hand in Matthew 25, “Depart from me, 

you accursed into everlasting fire….” What a sad statement!  But even in sending 

people away there is a note of hope, as we hear the Son of Man qualify His statement 

with the added phrase, “…prepared for the devil and his angels.” You see, hell was not 

and is not prepared for you and for me. God did not design hell to be a place where 

humans are to reside. Hell is a place prepared for the devil and his angels. The sad fact 

is, though, that those who reject Christ, whether through ignorance, apathy, indifference, 

procrastination, or outright rebellion go to a place that was not even prepared for them.     

On the other hand, there is a place that Jesus Christ has indeed prepared for us.  

He said in John 14, “Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I 

go and prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”  I wonder 

what these mansions or rooms in heaven are like.  Laid out by God and built 

beforehand, perfectly suited for each and every inhabitant, waiting for its occupant to 

arrive.  This is what God has prepared for humanity – a perfect place, custom 

designed by the Lord Himself for you, for me, and for all who will come by faith to Him.  

What a tragedy that there could be in heaven empty dwelling places that God has 

lovingly built for those who rejected Christ, but who ended up in a place not even 

prepared for them.  

 
Chapter Nineteen – No One Has to Go to Hell 



 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, and the crippled, 

and the blind, and the lame.  And the servant said, “Lord, it is done as you have commanded, 

and there is still room.”  And the lord said to the servant, “Go out into the highways and 

hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”  (Luke 14:21-23) 

Have you heard the Ray Comfort’s famous story of the two men in the airplane?  The 

first is given a parachute and told that it will improve his flight. He’s a little skeptical at first 

but after a time he decides to experiment and see if the claim is true. As he puts it on he 

notices that it is beginning to be heavy and uncomfortable.  It is difficult to sit upright, and he 

feels awkward and out of place.  However, he consoles himself with the fact that he was told 

the parachute would improve the flight. As time passes, he notices that some of the other 

passengers are mocking him.  They laugh and say he looks ridiculous. He begins to feel 

humiliated and discouraged.  When he can endure their taunts no longer, he dejectedly 

unstraps the parachute and throws it to the floor. “This parachute has not improved my 

flight,” he thinks.  “I was told an outright lie.” 

The second man is given a parachute, but he is told a different story. He’s told to put it 

on because at any moment the plane would be crashing and this parachute will save him 

from certain death.  He gratefully puts the parachute on; and when he notices the weight of 

it on his shoulders it just reminds him and comforts him of his salvation from impending 

doom. His mind is consumed with gratefulness that he was delivered from certain death.  

Let’s analyze each passenger’s experience. The first man’s motive for putting the 

parachute on was solely to improve his flight. The result of his experience was that, when he 

felt the parachute’s weight and discomfort he was disappointed.  When he was humiliated by 



the passengers; he was disillusioned and somewhat embittered against those who gave him 

the parachute. “It’ll be a long time before I get one of those things on my back again.” 

The second man put on the parachute knowing the plane was going to crash and that 

he was about to die without that parachute.  Because of this awareness, he has a deep-

rooted joy and peace in his heart knowing that he’s saved from sure death. This knowledge 

gives him the ability to withstand the mockery of the other passengers. His attitude towards 

those who gave him the parachute is one of heart-felt gratitude. 

Now listen to the unbalanced focus of the modern gospel.  It says, “Put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” He’ll give you love, joy, peace, fulfillment, and lasting happiness.” In other 

words, “Jesus will improve your flight.” So the a person responds and says, “I’ll try that, 

someday…and never does.”  Or if he does try it, what does he or she get?  Sure, peace and 

joy accompany salvation, but also present is the temptation, tribulation, and persecution that 

Jesus promised us that we would have as believers.  So what does he do? He falters in his 

faith.  He’s offended for the word’s sake (Mark 4:17), he’s disillusioned and somewhat 

embittered.  He was promised peace, joy, love, fulfillment, and lasting happiness.  All those 

are indeed results of salvation, but we are also promised trials and humiliation in this life.  

And…these trials are the real reason we need the parachute of salvation in the first place!  

But…not understanding this, his bitterness is directed against those who gave him the so-

called “good news”. He is another nominal, negative, embittered, inoculated backslider as our 

American church continues its slide. 

Here’s the takeaway for in all this.  Instead of just preaching that Jesus improves the 

flight, we should be warning the passengers that the plane we’re on (this life) is about to 

crash, and that death and hell are certain.  We should be proclaiming that it’s “appointed 



unto man once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). And when sinners (that’s all 

of us…sinners) understand the horrific consequences of breaking God’s law, then they will 

flee to the Savior to escape the wrath that’s to come.   

This is why we are to preach and teach the truth about the reality of death and hell.  If 

we’re true and faithful witnesses, we want to tell people the truth about hell.  But how is this 

good news?    

The good news about hell is that no one has to go there.  No matter how rich, how 

poor, what race, how evil, or how good, all are invited to participate in God’s redemptive plan 

through Jesus Christ.  All are invited to come by the way of the cross.  He welcomes all to 

come through the door of salvation.  This door is Jesus Christ, Himself. Through Jesus 

everyone is invited to participate in God’s redemptive plan by receiving Jesus Christ as savior 

and lord to be saved from death and hell. 

 
Chapter Twenty – Jesus 

 
“Jesus spoke more about hell than He did about heaven.”   

The statement above, though disputed by many, is absolutely true.  In fact, according 

to D. A. Carson, the Messiah spoke of hell twice as much as He did of heaven.  The case 

could even be made that Jesus was and is “obsessed” with hell.  But this obsession is not 

because of any morbid fascination or attraction, though.  In fact, a better word than 

“obsession” would be “warning.”  Because of its grim reality, Jesus was constantly teaching, 

preaching, and warning people about hell.  Parents repeatedly warn their children with the 

phrase, “You’ll put your eye out!”  This is not because they are fascinated or attracted by eye 

injuries or ophthalmology.  Conversely, they use this phrase and this imagery because of the 



consequences of reckless behavior.  Make no mistake about it; when Jesus warns humanity 

repeatedly about hell and judgment, it is not with anticipation or glee.  It is so we can avoid 

the fate resulting from the fact that we are sinners, both by nature (being the offspring of 

sinful parents, and born into a sinful, fallen world), but also by choice (as soon as we can 

choose, we always tend to choose our own course rather than God’s path).   

Even though the sin of man is a universal reality, Jesus did not come into the world to 

condemn the world, “but that the world, through Him, might be saved,” (John 3:17).  The 

offer of forgiveness and wholeness has been made to you, me, and the rest of humanity as 

Jesus stands at the door of each heart and knocks.  But God will not force the door.  You 

must open it of your own volition during those times when God convicts and convinces your 

need to be saved and made whole by Him.   

This is popularly known as “receiving Christ” based upon the John 1:12 in the Bible, 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the power to become the children of God.”  

People down through the ages have surrendered their lives totally to Christ by receiving him.  

This is done in different ways, but a prayer of repentance and relationship is frequently a 

transformative event signifying the movement of that individual from darkness to light, from 

sin and self to Christ, from hell to heaven.  And even now I can look back across the decades 

back to that time when a grubby-fisted ten-year-old prayed a kid’s prayer that when 

something like this… 

Jesus, I need you. 

Thank you for dying on the cross to pay for my sins. 

I open up my life and invite you to be my Lord and Savior. 

I am a sinner, so please forgive my sins and put me right with you. 



Thank you for shedding your blood for me. 

Please help me to live for you. 

 
Chapter Twenty-One – Give ‘Em Hell 

“If one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, ‘If they hear 

not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 

dead.’” (Luke 16:30-31)   

 “Give ‘em hell.”  We have heard that phrase in war movies, political campaigns, and at 

the office water cooler.  This phrase has a negative connotation…that somehow by giving 

people hell we are hurting them, or defeating them.  Actually, the opposite is true.  To give 

people hell will help them and give them victory, if they will hear the warning and heed the 

message. 

But how should we preach and teach on hell in a way that will not offend?  We do so 

in a way that, as much as possible, is positive and constructive, rather than negative and 

destructive. Once, while teaching a seminary class, nineteenth century preacher 

extraordinaire Charles Spurgeon gave the following advice to his class.  ““When you speak of 

heaven, let your face light up with a heavenly gleam. Let your eyes shine with reflected glory. 

And when you speak of hell –well, then your usual face will do.”  Charles Spurgeon’s advice is 

good, but we also must rely on the Holy Spirit as we tell others the good (and bad) news 

related to heaven and hell, salvation and judgment.  We also should remember three words 

as we communicate.  We must be “truthful, tasteful, and loving” as we share. 

When the rich man asked for Lazarus to go and testify to his brothers, Father Abraham 

refused, saying that they already had the law of God and the prophetic books to warn them.  



But the rich man argued that his brothers would indeed believe if someone came back to 

them from the grave.  Abraham retorted saying that if people do not believe Moses and the 

prophets, they would not believe, even if someone rose from the grave.   

Jesus Christ Himself is relating a wildly transformative truth to us as He recounts this 

exchange between these two citizens of heaven and hell.  That truth is that some will not 

respond to the law of God given by Moses.  Some will not even believe the word of God as so 

powerfully relayed by the prophets of old.  Some will not believe, even if someone rises from 

the dead.  I believe Jesus is challenging us with this question… 

But what if they had heard…about hell?   

 

________________________ 

 

 

Hell.  Yes. 

Dr. Toby Frost thinks we need to be more positive about hell.  Or at least more 

positive about its existence.  According to Dr. Frost, we need the doctrine of hell for many 

reasons:   

 Hell gives meaning to the world.  What an absurd world it would be if 

unforgiven sin went unpunished, unrepentant serial killers were never brought 

to justice, and there was never that day when all wrongs are righted. 

 Hell gives motivation to the world.  The love of God saves us and keeps us, but 

many of us were motivated initially to see the gravity of our sin and the need to 



receive Christ by the reality of hell.  The next generation needs the blessing of 

this motivating doctrine. 

 Hell gives dignity to the world.  God gives us what Dr. Frost calls, “the dignity 

and danger of decision.”  Without hell we are automatons, in a deterministic 

system in which we have no dignity, and no choice.  True love of God is only 

possible if we have the choice not to love Him.  And without hell we are only 

free to choose…nothing.   

 Hell gives clarity to the world.  A true picture of God’s love can best be 

perceived when painted against a contrasting reality of an existence without 

God.  A relationship with God and the promise of heaven is best appreciated 

when set against the sad and horrible destiny of those who reject His love.   

In his controversial and provocative book, The Little Book of Hell…, Frost uses and 

engaging and friendly style to argue not only for the validity of the doctrine of hell, but also 

for the need of its renewed centrality as a core doctrine of the church, and in each individual 

Christian’s life. 
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